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balance not just work obligations, but
a myriad of sports practices, school
events, playdates, and Cub Scout meet-
ings. Never once has Maya balked at
my insistence of putting my family
first, ahead of the Senate. In fact, she
has been instrumental in protecting
and supporting my family, continually
pushing back against the pressures to
put the children second. When my wife
Cathy learned of Maya’s departure, she
audibly gasped. She knew what a loss
this would be for our family.

And finally, today, I also feel a ton of
pride. I feel pride because Maya is part
of what makes the Senate work. She
believes that this place is still capable
of great things, and she is committed
to making our institution live up to its
potential. After spending 16 years be-
tween our office and the office of
former Senator Mark Begich, Maya
could have hightailed it for private sec-
tor pastures. But she didn’t. She leaves
our office to join Senator JOHN
FETTERMAN as his new administrative
director. The job of standing up a
brandnew Senate office is a daunting
one, but Maya doesn’t shirk from the
challenge. She wants the Senate to
work, and she is willing to do the hard
work to make this possible.

I also feel pride today in who Maya
has become while she has worked in
our office. As she proudly told me when
she informed me of her next move, she
has undergone the most important
changes in her life during her time
with our office. She was amazing when
she showed up here, but I would like to
think that she is even more amazing
today. And maybe the people she has
spent the last 8 years with have had a
little to do with her growth. I hope she
would say this is the case.

I am glad Maya isn’t going far. I have
a feeling she will be a part of my life
and our team members’ lives for a long
time. I feel joy, sadness, and pride
today, all at the same time. But most-
ly, I just feel lucky that for the last 8
years, I have had Maya Ashwal as my
right arm.

———

TRIBUTE TO AMY BUTTON RENZ

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor and recognize the
wonderful career of Amy Button Renz.

Like many, Amy began her career in
Washington, DC, where she interned for
both Senator Bob Dole and Representa-
tive Garner Shriver during the summer
of 1974. After graduating from Kansas
State University in the spring of 1976,
Amy came back to DC, where she
worked for Senator Roman Hruska
until his retirement that December.
Her time in public service was not
over, as she moved back to Kansas to
work for State Senator Ron Hein dur-
ing the 1977 legislative session.

After her time in the Kansas State-
house, Amy began her career with the
Kansas State University Alumni Asso-
ciation in 1977. She would be named
president and CEO of the alumni asso-
ciation in 1994, becoming the first fe-
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male alumni director in the history of
the Big Eight and later the Big 12 con-
ference. Throughout her career, she has
been crucial in the development of pro-
gramming efforts, most notably as the
lead fundraiser for the alumni center
building campaign as well as serving as
the chair of several search committees
that have brought key administrator
to Kansas State University. She has
raised millions of dollars for student
scholarships, and has always put the
students of Kansas State University
first.

Amy has been recognized for her
servant leadership ceaselessly. In 2009
she received the Staley School of Lead-
ership Mike Holen Outstanding Leader-
ship Award, and in 2012 she was se-
lected for the Directors Award by the
K-State Marching Band. That same
year, she was the recipient of the inau-
gural Amethyst Award, the TUniver-
sity’s highest award honoring those for
their extraordinary contributions to K-
State. Her influence extends past the
university, as she was recognized with
the Lyle Butler Distinguished Leader-
ship Award from the Manhattan Cham-
ber of Commerce in 2020.

Amy is a third generation K-Stater,
and has earned two degrees from the
University, a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science and a master’s degree in
public administration. Her husband,
Allen, is a K-Stater, as are her three
children. Her last day at the Kansas
State University Alumni Association
will be on June 30th, 2023. Her leader-
ship and devotion will certainly be
missed, but always remembered.

I now ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Amy’s outstanding ca-
reer, as well as thank her for 45+ years
of service to Kansas State University.
Amy is a true inspiration to those
around her, fighting ever fighting for a
wildcat victory.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING QUBILAH JONES

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I rise to honor the life of Qubilah Jones
who passed away on December 31, 2022,
after a long battle with lymphedema.

Raised in Marianna, AR, Qubilah was
called to serve others. She lived in
Jonesboro, AR, but her heart touched
people far beyond the city limits.
Qubilah dedicated herself to her family
and her community. She was an active
member of Mount Zion Baptist, a pub-
lished poet, and a passionate commu-
nity service advocate.

Qubilah launched her broadcasting
career as a radio host at the nonprofit
radio station KLEK in 2016, where she
became known as the Voice of
Jonesboro. In this role, she worked to
inform the community by conducting
hundreds of interviews with nonprofit,
faith-based, and government leaders in
the region.

Even through her Dbattle with
lymphedema, those who knew Qubilah
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best said she never let the disease stop
her from making a positive difference.
She led by example. In 2017, Qubilah
was named Volunteer of the Year for
the more than 2,000 hours of commu-
nity service she provided, as well as en-
couraging others to get involved.

She was an inspiration to many with
an official proclamation of Qubilah
Jones Day in Jonesboro and her alma
mater, Arkansas State University, hav-
ing 1lit its library tower pink in her
honor serving as evidence of her im-
pact. Her advocacy for awareness and
treatment of lymphedema, helped lead
to passage of the Lymphedema Treat-
ment Act days before her passing. This
law will help support the needs of oth-
ers living with this condition.

I join Qubilah’s family, friends, and
countless others in mourning her pass-
ing. She has left a tremendous legacy
that will last for years to come.®

REMEMBERING QUBILAH JONES

e Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, as the
new year began, an exceptional life
tragically ended. The State of Arkan-
sas lost a powerful voice and commu-
nity leader when Qubilah Jones passed
away, age 45, after a 14-year battle
against lymphedema.

Qubilah was born in Corpus Christi,
TX, but her legacy and her heart are in
Jonesboro, AR. Qubilah was a daily
companion to countless Arkansans as
the host of KLEK’s ‘“Community Con-
versations,” a morning show where she
interviewed hundreds of leaders about
faith, government, and community in-
volvement.

Qubilah had a God-given gift for
words, and she was a relentless advo-
cate for northeast Arkansas. She was a
pillar of her church, New Mount Zion
Baptist Church, where she produced
the church newspaper. She was a curi-
ous soul who returned to education
later in life, put in the work, and ulti-
mately earned undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees from Arkansas State Uni-
versity and Grand Canyon University.
She was the driving force behind com-
munity celebrations such as KLEK’s
award-winning Juneteenth in
Jonesboro Celebration. She was a
proud and active alumna of her soror-
ity, Delta Sigma Theta. And perhaps
above all, she was a loving mother to
her son, Quante Jeffrey.

For these accomplishments, and for
the more than 2,000 hours of commu-
nity service that Qubilah performed,
the city of Jonesboro named her Volun-
teer of the Year in 2017.

More incredible still, Qubilah accom-
plished these things while battling
lymphedema, an incurable disease that
slowly sapped her mobility and
strength. She spoke often on her radio
show and podcast about living with a
serious illness, providing advice and
consolation to those who had their own
cross to bear. But even as the disease
took its toll on her body, it could not
wipe away her warm smile or infec-
tious laughter. Qubilah’s sister, Gwen
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